SUMMARY A solid phase enzyme immunoassay (GonozymeTM) was used to demonstrate gonococcal antigen in urogenital specimens. Urethral specimens from 101 men and cervical specimens from 150 women were examined, and the diagnostic yields were compared with those obtained by culture. The GonozymeTM test was positive in 25 patients, 15 men and 10 women, and negative in 226 patients. Gonococci were isolated by culture in 23 of the patients, 12 men and 11 women. The GonozymeTM test gave false-negative results in two men and one woman patient. The sensitivity of the test was 87% for the men and 91% for the women. Correspondingly, the test specificity was 94.3% for the men and 100% for the women, the predictive value of positive test 80% and 100%, and that of negative test 97.7 and 99-3% respectively. The GonozymeTM test does not allow antibiotic sensitivity testings but has the advantage of rapidity and is not dependent upon viable organisms. The test is an attractive alternative to culture procedures for screening women patients with symptomatic or asymptomatic gonorrhoea. 
A diagnosis of gonorrhoea cannot be made on clinical signs and symptoms only but must be based on the demonstration of gonococcal organisms in relevant specimens. Serological tests for demonstrating gonococcal antibodies in serum specimens have not proved to be sensitive and specific enough for a correct diagnosis because of inherent difficulties to differentiate a present infection from a previous one.' Hence, the demonstration of gonococci or gonococcal components in relevant specimens are at present the most reliable methods for the laboratory diagnosis of this disease.
Microscopy of smears, prepared from urogenital specimens and stained with methylene blue or Gram's method, is a rapid technique for a presumptive diagnosis with well recognised advantages and drawbacks. If the specimen contains Neisseria gonorrhoeae, the bacteria adhere to the bead. After aspiration of unbound material and washing of the bead, the bead is incubated with rabbit antigonococcal antibodies which react with gonococci on the bead. Next, the bead is incubated with horseradish peroxidase-labelled sheep antirabbit antibodies which react with the antigen-antibody complex on the bead. The presence of the enzyme on the bead surface is determined by incubating the washed bead with o-phenylenediamine (oPD) containing hydrogen peroxide. After incubation, a yellow-orange colour develops in proportion to the quantity of N gonorrhoeae antigens absorbed to the bead. The absorbances of controls and specimens are determined using a spectrophotometer with wavelength set at 492 nm. Specimens giving absorbance~values equal to or greater than the cut-off value are considered positive for N gonorrhoeae. The whole test procedure including' readings in the spectrophotometer takes approximately one hour.
Results obtained with culture were used as a reference to determine the sensitivity of the 
